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Our Worship 
 
One of the key distinctives of the Anglican church is the way in which we worship. Most notable 
perhaps is our liturgy.  A liturgy is an order of worship. It literally means ‘the work of the people’; 
it’s what we do when we gather together. Every church has one- a pattern of gathering together, 
listening and praying and singing and leaving. Many protestant churches’ liturgies today look 
something like this: 
 

1. Opening Songs 
2. Brief Prayers 
3. A Long Teaching 
4. Closing Song 

 
By comparison, an Anglican Sunday liturgy can seem rather elaborate: 

1. A ‘call to worship’ from scripture. 
2. A written prayer of the day (called a ‘collect’) 
3. Several scripture readings (at least two, usually four, including a Psalm that we read 

together) 
4. A sermon/teaching (usually shorter than the average protestant sermon) 
5. We recite a creed, a formal statement of our faith. 
6. We pray together for the church and the world. 
7. We confess our sins 
8. We hear of God’s forgiveness to us 
9. We reenact Jesus’ last supper, with prayers and rituals. 
10. We receive a blessing and are sent out. 

 
And that’s not including the many songs scattered throughout! How we fit all this into an hour 
and a quarter without feeling rushed remains a miracle to me.  
 
Our liturgy (order of worship) is elaborate. And it can feel more formal, more structured than 
many other protestant churches. But everything we do is deliberate, and involves all of who we 
are. It involves our bodies- we stand to sing, we kneel to confess, we sit to listen. It involves our 
minds- we read ancient, formal prayers, and make new ones; we recite creeds; we study the 
scriptures together. It involves our emotions, as we sing and confess. It involves our 
imaginations, as we find ourselves surrounded by an entirely new wardrobe of clothes- collars, 
robes, stoles (colored scarves) - not to mention candles and ancient symbols and patterns of 
color. All of these bring our whole selves into worship (not just our minds and emotions), and 
roots us in an historical faith. Much of our service has been used in Christian worship for 
centuries, even millenia. This keeps us from self-focus and from shallow emotionalism as well 
as from over-intellectualism. 
 
Moreover, we believe that the patterns we participate in have a shaping power in our lives. Have 
you noticed that the first few hours of your day often determine the character of your afternoon? 
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Have you noticed that regular engagement with social media shapes your self-image and your 
view of the world, and so shapes your behaviors? Have you noticed how a structure/pattern in 
your schedule actually frees you to invest in the things that are most important to you, while the 
absence of a structure lends itself to the ‘tyranny of the now’? Pattern has shaping power, and 
our worship takes a pattern that we believe helps shape our hearts and our lives. We learn to 
confess when we don’t want to, and to worship when we don’t feel like it. We learn to think of 
God’s word as a gift (“The word of the Lord”- “Thanks be to God!”) and to see faith (coalesced in 
the ancient creeds) as the response to God’s word. At the table we learn to come to God when 
we are hungry (and even when we are not) in order to be filled, nourished. We are reminded, at 
the end of every service, that those who have met with God have been commissioned to serve 
him by blessing the world. 
 
Patterns shape us. And so, in our worship, we involve the whole of the human person in 
Christ-centered patterns. It can take some getting used to, but we believe it proves to be a great 
gift in our life and faith together.  
 
We use two primary liturgies: 
 

● Compline: A service for the end of the day, Compline traces its structure and prayers 
back the 6th century (and some before). It is short and sweet, a great introduction to 
more structured forms of worship. 

● Holy Communion: Also called the Eucharist, Holy Communion is the standard Sunday 
liturgy of the Anglican Communion worldwide. It consists of two main parts- the Word 
and the Table, which are separated by an extended period of prayer. 

 
For more details about our specific liturgies (orders of service), please see the marginalia in our 
worship bulletins. Questions are always welcome! 
 
 
 
Further Resources: 
Book of Common Prayer, 2019 
James K. A. Smith, “Desiring the Kingdom” - a book describing the powerful way liturgies shape 
our hearts and lives. 
“Our Liturgy, Explained” on our resource page. 
 


